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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Barrere (U. S. Pat. No. 1,893,878). 

Re claim 1 , note that Barrere discloses a cleaning device which cleans a channel of a 
an article instrument with cleaning water, comprising: a tubular (10) member including a 
proximate-end portion and a distal-end portion which is inserted in an inlet of the 
channel of the article (25); a water supply nozzle port (15) which is disposed in the 
distal-end portion and which leads to the channel to supply the cleaning water to the 
channel, when the distal-end portion is inserted in the inlet; a seal member (30) which is 
disposed on an outer periphery of the distal-end portion and which is positioned on a 
proximate-end side from the water supply port to seal a gap between an outer 
peripheral portion of the distal-end portion and an inner surface of the channel and to 
constitute an engaging portion which attaches the distal-end portion inserted in the inlet 
to the article, when the distal-end portion is inserted in the inlet; and an inlet port (10') 
which is disposed in the proximate-end portion of the tubular member and which is 
connected to a water supply source of the cleaning water that differs from the claim only 
in the intended use of cleaning a medical instrument, nonetheless, the intended use is 
not deemed to structurally define of Barrere. Re claim 2, Barrere discloses the 
engagement portion (24, 26). 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barrere in 
view of Mulinex (U. S. Pat. No. 3,802,449). 

Claim 3 defines over Barrere only in the recitation of the other port. Mulinex discloses 
the other port (58). It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the device of Barrere, to include another port as taught by Mulinex, for 
the purpose of providing a lateral spray to the flush the upper side of the article being 
treated. This has been considered to be an obvious duplication/extension of the 
teachings of Barrere (see MPEP 2144.04 REVERSAL, DUPLICATION OR RE- 
ARRANGEMENT OF PARTS). 

5. Claims 4-9 are allowed. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Conn, Brenneman, Thompson et al., Johnson, Axling, 
Mathews et al., Scherer, Stede, Ely et al., and Kawazoe, note the cleaning means. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-1 308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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